NJDOT submits Transportation 
Capital Program to Governor Christie 


NJDOT recently submitted a comprehensive 
five-year Capital Program which was announced by 
the Governor’s office on January 6. The Program is 
centered on responsible funding practices and prudent 


debt management, which 
is consistent with the 
Governor’s commitment 
and aims to put New Jersey 
on strong fiscal footing. 
The Program decreases 
borrowing while increasing 
“pay as you go” cash 
funding of transportation 
projects in each of the next 
five years. Most important, 
the Program does not call 
for any new or increased 
taxes. 

The Program provides 
$1.6 billion each year for 
five years for much-needed 
transportation projects 
throughout New Jersey, 
including $672 million for 


NJ TRANSIT capital needs and $200 million per year for 


local government projects. 


Cash contributions from the General Fund, the New 
Jersey Turnpike Authority and bonding will aid in the 


Program’s financing. Another $1.8 billion in projects, 
including the Pulaski Skyway, the Wittpenn Bridge, 
Route 139 and Portway New Road, will be undertaken 
by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
(PANYN)). 

The Program includes 
“pay as you go” cash 
contributions growing 
from a nominal amount 
under the former plan, 
to over $600 million by 
the end of the five-year 
term. This represents a 
substantial increase in the 
amount of cash financing 
(1,600% over five years) 
and is a marked departure 
from the previous policy 
of borrowing money and 
running up debt. 

Also included is 
the sixth successive 
reauthorization of the 
Transportation Trust Fund. 
Trust Fund borrowing is backed by State appropriations 
from constitutionally dedicated revenue streams (from 
the Motor Fuels Tax, the Petroleum Products Gross 
Receipts Tax, and the Sales and Use Tax). 


NJDOT welcomes Inspector General Luis A. Valentin, Esq. 


Deputy Commissioner Joe Mrozek recently welcomed the new NJDOT Inspector 


General Luis A. Valentin, Esq. He will manage the Internal Investigation Unit and the 


Office of Internal Audit. 
Luis began his career as an Assistant Prosecutor in Hudson County in 1990. He later 


served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for New Jersey’s Criminal Division until 2003. He 
was then named Chief of Violent Crimes Unit by U.S. Attorney Chris Christie. In 2005, he 
was sworn in as the Monmouth County Prosecutor. 


He earned an undergraduate degree in 1986 from Seton Hall in Psychology and a Juris 


Valentin Doctor from Rutgers University School of Law in 1989. 


On January 23, NJDOT Commissioner Jim Simpson joined Facilities 
Director Al Brenner and Jackson Township residents in a rousing 
homecoming celebration in Jackson for Al’s son, Marine Lance Corporal 
Al Brenner Jr. Commissioner Simpson presented the Lance Corporal with 
a proclamation signed by Governor Chris Christie. 

While on assignment with his K-9 dog Grief in October 2010, the 
marine was injured by an improvised explosive device (IED) in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. He suffered severe leg, chest and arm injuries and will be 
in rehabilitation in Seattle, Washington for six months. Unfortunately, his 


dog Grief was mortally wounded. "Brenner " Brenner and Grief 


Left to right: Richard Jaffe, Nalin Patel, Mahesh Patel, Dave Bizuga, Kiran Patel, Rick Hammer, Javier Estrada, Kavalas Ranganathan, 
Deputy Commissioner Joe Mzorek, Rick Crum, William Gaus, Allen Kricheff, Dennis Motiani and Vince Baglivo. Missing from the 
photo are Pete Amin, Robert Blight, Mark Smith, Vijat Thakar, Scott Thorn and John Varrelmann. 
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NJDOT awards Municipal Aid and Local Aid Grants 


NJDOT recently awarded $78.75 million in 
Municipal Aid grants and $7.6 million to municipal 
and county recipients through four Local Aid 
programs enabling municipalities to advance street 
improvements, and rehabilitation and safety projects 
without burdening local property 
taxpayers. 

The Municipal Aid program 
is part of New Jersey’s highly 
competitive $200 million Local Aid 
program. The Department received 
677 applications requesting more 
than $246 million for the FY 11 
municipal aid grants. 

The grant program covers a 
variety of projects, including road 
resurfacing and reconstruction 
projects. However, towns are 
encouraged to submit applications 
for such non-traditional projects as 
those that support safety, walking 
and biking and streetscape improvements in their 
communities. Seven percent of the projects selected for 
funding were of that type. 

Under the Municipal Aid grant program, each 
county is apportioned a share of the total funding based 
on population, the number of local centerline miles and 
other factors, and municipalities compete for portions 


of their county’s share. NJDOT provides 75 percent of $1 million. 


NJDOT’s PEDI shakes it up 


The Personal Exploration and Development Initiative (PEDI) had 
its first “Shake it Up” event with its new committee on February 3. Each 
member talked about what to expect from PEDI and where we will be taking 
this program. Look for exciting new things to come. Committee members 
include Cora Sue Santopietro, Chair, Jackie Hall-Livingston, Vice Chair, 
Lucille Kruger, Recording Secretary, Nancy Girton, Bill Beans, Dan Black, 
Caroline Carmody, John Maida and Keith Daniels. Phyllis Stubbs serves as 
Facilitator. 


Bill Beans speaks at the PEDI event, while 
Committee Chair, Cora Sue Santopietro 
looks on. 


Lucille Kruger answers a question at the 
PEDI event. 


the grant amount when a town awards a contract and the 
remaining 25 percent upon completion of the project. 
Thirty three other grants will support projects that 
competed for FY 11 funding under the Transit Village, 
Centers of Place, Bikeways and Safe Streets to Transit 


programs, each of which also falls 
under New Jersey’s $200 million 
Local Aid program. A total of 237 
submissions competed for the 
funding. 

Transit Village Initiative 

Ten of the 14 grant applications 

are being funded for a total of $2.6 
million. The awards are being 

made to designated Transit Village 
municipalities and will support 
improvement projects within walking 
distance of a transit facility. 

Centers of Place 

Five of 53 submissions are being 
funded for a total of $1.1 million. The 


grants will fund non-traditional local improvement projects, 
including projects in downtown business districts. 
Bikeways Program 

Twelve of 95 grant applications are being funded for total 
approaching $2.9 million. 

Safe Streets to Transit 

Six of 75 grant applications are being funded for a total of 


Obituaries 


Retiree Harold Beatty passed 
away on December 30, 2010. He 
was an Equipment Operator for 
36 years. He is survived by his 
stepsons, Ricky, Oren and Donald 
House; and his stepdaughter, Pam 


Nystrand; and his grandchildren. 
Retiree George J. Tanger 
passed away on February 17, 2011. 
He was a Supervisor for the Bureau 
of Outdoor Advertising for 35 
years. He is survived by his wife, 
Alice; his son, Martin; his daughter, 
Kathleen; and his sister, Bernardine. 


Planning to retire? 


If you are planning to retire, 
the DOT Retirees Association 


(DOTRA) is always looking for 
more members. Visit their website 
at www.DOTRA.org 


